


 Safety at camp is EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY.

 Safety comes first!!  

 We conduct a risk assessment prior to each camp, but 
not all risks can be foreseen. 

 If you see something that you think may result in an 
accident or injury, please be proactive and say 
something to your group leader immediately! Don’t 
wait until after camp.



Notification requirements 
In the event that there is an injury or illness to a 
volunteer or child,  no matter how minor, please ensure 
that you:

 Immediately notify your  Group Leader;

 Group Leader must immediately notify the  Camp 
Leader

 Group Leader must immediately notify first aid officer 
who will administer treatment.

 Group leader is to take photographs of the area 

and provide to the camp leader  
eg uneven path etc.



Notification Requirements
 If a child is injured or ill, the  child’s adult buddy needs 

to notify the Group Leader immediately.

 Adult Buddy (accompanied by another adult) will 
need to take their child to the First Aid Officer for 
medical attention, and to complete an incident report 
form.  The first Aid officer is a registered nurse and is 
the only person who can administer first aid.



What if a volunteer is hurt?
 In the event of an accident , injury or illness to an adult 

buddy, it is the responsibility of everyone to 
immediately ensure their child has a replacement 
buddy take care of them and is NEVER left 
unsupervised.



Role of Group Leader
 The Role of the Group Leader is to ensure that all of

the Group assigned are visible and within a safe 
distance from the Group Leader at all times.

 Group Leaders are responsible for providing 
instructions to their group members and volunteers 
are required to follow the reasonable direction of the 
Group Leader to ensure the safety of themselves and 
their campers.



Your Role as a Volunteer
 You are there to assist your camper to have a fun day, 

and to keep your camper safe.  

 You are able to give your camper reasonable directions 
to ensure their safety. Don’t be afraid to set boundaries 
in a calm and reasonable way.

 If your camper is not following your directions and 
placing themselves at risk from a safety perspective, 
please notify your group leader immediately. 

 Safety of you and your camper is paramount!



WATER SAFETY
 Your camper MUST wear a life jacket anytime that 

ANY PART OF THEIR BODY is in the water.  



Water Safety

 Children are NOT permitted to go into creeks, dams or 
other water ways AT ALL at camps.  No exceptions.



Water Activities
 Children who are in foster care cannot engage in 

certain activities unless the consent of the Department 
of Child Safety has been obtained.  This includes any 
water activities.

 If we are canoeing, the children are not authorised to 
go swimming or enter the water other than to paddle 
below their knees (only with a life vest on)

 Near the water, volunteers must have the child within 
arms reach at all times and have full attention on the 
child.



Safety Always Comes First
 Camper and Buddy to be within arms reach of one 

another at all times near water.

 If your child is taking off, and is too fast for you, please 
alert your group leader.  

 As we are in an environment with water, strict 
supervision is absolutely essential.



LIFE JACKETS
CHECKING PROCESS

 Life Jackets are to be safely secured onto the child by 
their camp buddy.

 Group Leader MUST also check that the life jacket is 
safely secure by physically checking EACH JACKET on 
EACH CHILD.

 Group Instructor may also wish to check the life jacket.



Supervision of your Camper
- Safe Distances
 Your camper must be within 1 or 2 metres from you at 

all times (unless near water, in which case, arms 
length). This is particularly important when you are in 
the bush or near parking areas where vehicles are.

 Whilst we encourage you to get to know other 
volunteers, your attention must be on your camper at 
all times.

 If your camper is playing sport or games in an open 
area, it is Ok for your camper to be within visible range 
but always remain as close as possible with attention 
on your camper.



Food and Drink on Camp
 Please ensure that your camper stays hydrated 

throughout the day.  

 Please take a backpack to camp so that you can carry a 
water bottle for yourself and your camper. 

 Encourage your camper to drink water at regular 
intervals, particularly if it’s a hot day.

 Encourage children to eat healthy snacks where 
possible. Fruit will always be available as well as sugar 
free options.



Activities
 Where Possible, jump in and engage in activities with 

your child and ensure that your attention is on them 
whilst they are engaging in activities.  Provide support 
and encouragement so that they feel special and this 
will also minimise the risk of injury. The children love 
it when their buddy’s are involved and having fun with 
them.

 If children pick up sticks, try to divert their attention 
away and suggest other play as stick fights can result in 
injury.  It is Ok to ask your child to put a stick down if 
their behaviour is a risk.



Other campers
 If a camper who you are not directly looking after is 

engaging in conduct which is a risk to themselves or 
others, please raise this with the child’s buddy and /or 
the Group Leader.

 Similarly, if you notice that a volunteer is having 
difficulty with managing a child, please let the Group 
Leader know.



Children Alone with other Children
 No Camper is allowed to be alone with another camper 

without adult supervision.

 Some of our children have experienced abuse and have 
sexualised behaviours and they can therefore not be left 
alone unsupervised with other children – this includes 
their siblings.

 If children are getting changed due to wet clothes from 
rain, they must get changed (a) alone or b) if this is not 
possible and siblings are required to change together 
with at least 2 female Volunteers present in the room.



Safety is Everyone’s responsibility
 If you see something unsafe, IT IS YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY TO  SAY SOMETHING AT THE 
TIME.  You could prevent a  serious injury or worse. 

 SAFETY COMES FIRST!! 

 If you see another volunteer struggling with a child’s 
behaviours, please alert the group leader and provide 
assistance.



Dangerous Play and behaviours
 If you see a camper engaging in dangerous play or 

behaviours such as throwing rocks, sticks, climbing on 
an object where they may fall, please act immediately 
to direct the camper to stop.

 If this is not successful, please immediately move any 
other children out of harms way and ask another 
volunteer to assist and get a group leader.

 If the dangerous play/behaviours continues, the child 
may need to be moved to a quiet area and cease camp 
activities for a period of time. 



Near Roads
 If children are near traffic or roads, they must be 

within arms length of you and preferably holding your 
hand.  Some of the children’s behaviours can be 
unpredictable and at no stage are they allowed to walk 
off ahead of you or be out of arms length near a road.

 Avoid having children within 10 metres of any traffic at 
all times. 



Communication
 Communication is paramount to ensuring the safety of 

all of our volunteers and campers on camp.

 Please do not be afraid to discuss any issues or 
concerns you have with your Group Leader and the 
Camp Leader. 

 We are here to ensure that volunteers and campers are 
safe on camp – so please talk to us! 



SAFETY

SAFETY AT CAMP IS OUR PRIORITY AND YOURS! 
PLEASE KEEP SAFETY AT FRONT OF MIND IN 
EVERYTHING YOU DO AT CAMP.


